
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Randy opened his sermon with an illustration of the tours he was able to take at the 
Legacy Museum and National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, 
Alabama.  The Museum has a compelling and sad history of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 
the Middle Passage. It speaks of millions of Africans treated as cargo taken to the 
Americas and the subsequent stories of what happens when you treat people as 
possessions.  The National Memorial for Peace and Justice cataloged the numerous 
cases of lynching for trumped up allegations. He ends with the quote from Bryan 
Stevenson who states that the museum and memorial exist for the purpose of 
restorative truth-telling and when we avoid the uncomfortable but necessary 
conversation about our past, we’re vulnerable to reliving it.  Truth-telling transforms.  
“Each of us is more than the worst thing we’ve ever done”, said Brian Stevenson. 
 
If you had a chance to hear the sermon, When Randy was talking through this, how did 
you feel?  Did any emotions surface while he was talking about this? 

Ephesians 2:11-22 (ESV)  
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by 

what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at 

that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our 

peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of 

hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that He might create in 

Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in 

one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And He came and preached peace to you 

who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access in one 

Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 

together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In Him you also are being built together into a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 



 
 
BIG IDEA:  Jesus Christ can make us more than the worst we’ve ever done. 
 
In this sermon, Randy speaks of the three aspects of this part of chapter two: 
2:11-12 – Who we were. 
2:13-18 –What Christ did. 
2:19:20 –Who we are. 
 
WHO WE WERE 
Paul begins in 11 and 12, letting people know who they were.  Let’s list those out 
below: 

1. ______________ by birth 
2. ______________ from Christ. 
3. ______________ from citizenship 
4. ______________ to the covenants of the promise 
5. ______________ hope and _____________ God. 

 
This seems like a negative way to start off, but Tim Keller was speaking in his sermon, 
How to Change Deeply about how our names are already written in the book of Life.  
We are already saved, not because of what we’ve done but because of what Jesus did 
on my behalf.   Keller says, “…because unless you know that, you will not have the 
emotional strength to admit how much sin is still in your life.” 
 
Why would Tim Keller say that?   
 
Randy calls this Redemptive Remembering.  Why is it “redemptive”? 
 
WHAT CHRIST DID 
Verse 13 starts off with the phrase “But now”, in the original language that word “But” 
is a special spelling of the word, “But” indicating an elonged emphasis.  In a movie 
script, we’d write.    
 “But Now!”  (pause while all eyes turn to the speaker) 
 
Randy pointed out in verses 14-18 that Jesus is the subject of every sentence. 
Read aloud verses 14-18 and substitute “Jesus” for the word “He, Himself, & His”.  
Does it give you any new insights? 
 



 
 
WHO WE ARE 
Randy said that now the Gentiles have been incorporated with the Jews into this new 
bloodline by Jesus’ bloodletting on the cross.  So, there’s no longer “them” or “those 
people” or “that kind” because we are all in the same boat.  So, we can come 
together.  One scholar called this “The Ephesian moment, the social coming together, 
the union of two cultures into a single community to experience Christ.” 
 
 
Paul contrasts the “who we were” with “who we are now.”  List them below: 
 

Were Now 
  
  
  
  

 
Can you think of a time that you saw the “Ephesian Moment” happen in a group? 
How does this shared identity help this happen? 
 


