
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIG IDEA:  FAITH IS OBEYING WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT UNSEEN THINGS IN A WAY THAT 

SIGNIFICANTLY CHANGES MY LIFE.  

 

Summary: Pastor Randy reminded us that the original audience for the Hebrews “sermon” were 

discouraged first-century, Jewish believers in Jesus Christ who had believed, then faced profound 

persecution:  Some were jailed; some had property confiscated by the Roman government while 

visiting fellow believers in jail; some were thinking of just going back to a safer religion that 

would lead to a quiet, more comfortable life. To these beleaguered believers, Rome with its 

impressive stone architecture and dictatorial power over puny humans seemed more real than the 

promises of eternal life in Jesus Christ. But the writer of Hebrews reminds them in this simple verse 

to consider Noah:  Noah lived in a deeply wicked society full of violence and selfishness and 

perversity. Yet, Noah found favor with God, and through God’s favor lived differently than those 

around him. God commanded Noah to build an ark—a giant boat that would float—which 

Randy humorously pointed out was like asking Noah to build a boat in the middle of Arizona. Yet, 

by faith (that is, trust that’s God’s word and promises were more real than the physical world 

around them), Noah built the ark one plank at a time, all the while warning those around them of 

the impending doom that threatened them. Noah must have seemed a fool to those as they 

laughed at him, scorned him, or just plain ignored him as they went on with their lives.  But Noah 

was the very embodiment of the big idea of this sermon: “Faith is obeying what God says about 

unseen things in a way that significantly changes my life.” Again, Noah trusted that what God 

said was more real than the present reality that could be seen.  And, eventually, what God had 

SPOKEN did indeed become the physical, tangible reality of the flood after all. In short, God’s 

unseen Word became the seen reality, just as He said it would. The implied point is that the early 

Hebrews audience could be encouraged by considering Noah:  These early Christians were 

challenged to believe God’s promise despite the gargantuan Roman government with their 

gaping buildings and legions of soldiers. In short, the writer of Hebrews wanted them to live as if  

Hebrews 11:7 (ESV)  

 

7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the 
saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by 
faith. 



 
 

God’s promises were true right now.  We modern people have the advantage of looking back 

and knowing how Rome declined and today is nothing more than a fun place to visit to see the 

tattered shards of buildings and statuary of that once great world power.  It turns out, God’s 

word and promises were indeed more real and lasting than Rome’s might! 

  

Questions:  

 

(1) What present realities around you make believing in God’s word and promises a 

challenge? 

 

 

(2)  Pastor Randy challenged us to rest our lives on the Word of God in a way that radically 

changes our lives. What does it look like in everyday life to live out this challenge?  

 
 

(3)  Can you think of a time in your life where God’s word DID prove to be “more true” than 

reality around you? How can God’s past victories in your life encourage you now to 

believe Him? 

 

 

(4) One of the first things we learn about Noah is that he found “favor” in the sight of the 

Lord. Pastor Randy noted that Noah didn’t win or earn the favor—he found it and 

received it. The Bible says in the book of James that God gives grace to the humble. In 

what ways do you feel you need God’s favor and grace in your life right now in order to 

help you live by faith? 

 

 

(5) Pastor Randy drew a parallel between the judgement of the flood and the promised 

coming Day of the Lord (When Jesus shall return, cleanse the Earth, and set up his 

Kingdom that will never end), that will be as real as the raindrops that fell and eventually 

swept away those outside of the ark. How are both the judgement of the flood and the 

safety of the ark, like the promised coming Day of the Lord? In light of Jesus’ promise to 

return, how shall we live our lives? 

 
 

(6) What are you challenged to do or believe as a result of this week’s sermon?  

 


