WEEK OF 9/25/22

We are the house of God

Hebrews 3:1-6

Hebrews 3:1-6
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high
priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was
faithful in all God's house. 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as
much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house
is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God's
house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over
God's house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our
boasting in our hope.
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Introduction
The sermon began by giving us some history of the time (the period of Nero and the
instability following his suicide with a quick succession of Caesars—A.D. 68 and
following) and the dark times that the preacher of the Hebrews was undoubtedly
addressing (probably in Rome). Christianity was still an illegal religion at that time, so
the times were dangerous for those in the house churches. Because of this, many were
tempted to revert to Judaism, which wasn’t illegal, in order to avoid the persecution
and even death that they could possibly face for their beliefs. Because of this, the
preacher is reminding the congregations why they became Christians in the first place:
JESUS IS BETTER. In chapters 1 and 2, they were reminded that Jesus is better than
the angels. In chapter 3, the reminder is that Jesus is better than Moses.

The text begins with “Therefore” (because Jesus is better) and with the urging to
“consider Jesus” because of his identity, because of who he is and what he has done.
He is the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He is the Called One who
represents us before God.
While Moses was faithful in God’s house as a servant of the Lord, Christ was superior in
God’s house as a son. Moses represented the law, but the law cannot save us. Rather,
it was intended to show us how much we need something more. This was because we
couldn’t keep the law (James 2:10). The point of the law was to show us our need for

Christ and lead us to him. Without Christ, we become slaves to legalism and a law we
cannot keep.
We also need to “consider Christ” because it is Christ, not the law, which gives us our
identity. In him, we are God’s House and a holy (set apart) family representing Christ.
That was true in A.D. 65-70, and it is true of us as a Church family here today.
“CHURCH FAMILY, CONSIDER JESUS! HE IS THE SON OVER THE
HOUSE AND WE ARE HIS HOUSE. LAW IS GOOD, GRACE IS BETTER.
MOSES WAS GOOD. JESUS IS BETTER. CHOOSE JESUS.”
-Randy Boltinghouse
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

1. Why was temptation so great in the Roman church to give up on Christ and fall
back on their Jewish heritage? Do you think that you too would have been
tempted to abandon your faith, if you were a part of a house church at this time?
2. What did the early Christians look up to from their former Jewish roots? Do we
have similar things that we try to rely on in today’s church? What are they?
3. If Moses represented the law to the early Christians, what was the problem with
falling back on the law?
4. Why did God give us the law and what makes Christ superior to the law? Does
the church today ever put the law before Christ? What does that lead to?
5. What is Christ’s identity and what is our identity as the church today?
6. If we are God’s house, how can you and I practically represent that identity to
the world around us today?

