
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIG IDEA:  OUR ONLY SECURITY IN A STORMY WORLD IS ANCHORING 

OURSELVES TO GOD’S WORD AND GOD’S SON. 

 
Summary: Today Pastor Randy described how we can find a sure peace—a peace and 
hope that is as secure as an anchor lodged deep beneath the waters. Randy’s main 
metaphor (that is, physical object that has a deeper meaning) is how God’s Word and 
God’s Son are as steadfastly reliable as anchors holding a boat in place, despite the 
waves. Much of the opening of the sermon recounts the lives of Abraham and Sarah, 
and how God spoke His steadfast, secure promises to them that surely would (and 
surely did) come to pass. It’s no mistake the author of Hebrews uses Abraham as an 
example of the certainty of God’s word/promises, because his audience comprised 
mostly of Hebrew Romans would have readily accepted the witness of Abraham on the  

Hebrews 6:11-20 (ESV) 
11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope 

until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises. 

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater by whom to swear, He 

swore by Himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham,[a] having 

patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, 

and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more 

convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, He guaranteed 

it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before 

us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place 

behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high 

priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6%3A11-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30043a


 
 
matter. Abraham is the Hebrew of Hebrews since he was the first called by God—the 
very progenitor of the Hebrew people themselves. And, so, if Abraham walked thus, 
then these modern followers of Yahweh (the Hebrew name of God), and Yahweh’s Son, 
Jesus Christ, ought to walk with the same certainty in God’s promises. Randy 
emphasizes that when God made His promises to Abraham, God swore….by Himself. 
Randy noted whimsically that if he—Randy—were to, say, take out a loan, promising to 
pay the bank back, the bank would demand all sorts of legal certifications of the 
promise—but, when God promised to Abraham, His name and nature itself was the 
only certification given or needed, for, as Randy notes from the author of Hebrews, it is 
IMPOSSIBLE that God even could lie. His word—His promises--are ironclad.  
 
Next, Randy moved to the second prong of his sermon, that we can and ought and 
should anchor ourselves in God’s Son. Randy breaks down what the author of Hebrews 
means when he says Jesus is an anchor that goes within the veil. The author is speaking 
of the Jewish Tabernacle (tent of worship), set up by Moses, in which a veil separated 
people from the Holy of Holies (the inner chamber) of the Tabernacle where God’s very 
presence dwelt. Only the high priest (and no ordinary people) could enter behind the 
veil, and he only once a year carrying the blood of sacrifice for a sin offering. But, Jesus 
HIMSELF, carried HIS OWN blood inside the veil of the REAL tabernacle in Heaven so 
that all those who trust in Him could freely enter into God’s presence to find His 
protection, provision, and sweet presence.  Randy emphasized that the author used 
Jesus’ earthly name—Jesus—and not a title like “Son of God” or “Christ”--to 
emphasize that this is the Jesus of History.  Jesus did not offer His blood in some 
abstract, metaphorical way:  He offered it in real time on real earth and in the real and 
lasting tabernacle which is in Heaven. Thus, we can find our TERRA FIRMA (firm 
ground) by tethering ourselves to God’s Word and God’s Son, as anchors to our very 
souls—both of which are really, the only true security there is.  
 
 
 



 
 
Suggested Questions:  
 

(1)  Let’s think about what a real-life anchor does.  What is an anchor and how does 
it work?  

(2) Many of the early followers of Jesus were familiar with water and anchors: Why 
would the symbol of an anchor have been meaningful to them?  Why do you 
suppose—as Randy pointed out—many early Christians etched the image of an 
anchor on their tombs? 

(3) Here in Central Illinois, we don’t have many waves, but life sends many “waves” 
that threaten to overwhelm us.  What are some of the waves we face commonly 
these days? What waves are you facing these days? Have you ever been 
tempted to anchor yourself in something other than God’s promises or God’s 
son?  How’d that go for you? 

(4) How can God’s Word (His promises) act as anchor through life’s waves? In what 
way are God’s promises superior to other anchors the world offers? Can anyone 
share a time in your life where God’s Word anchored your soul through the 
waves?  

(5) Of course, as Randy pointed out, ALL of us are appointed to face the ultimate 
“wave”—our inevitable deaths. How have you noticed those without Christ 
seem to view the topic of death?  But, how is the Christian view and approach to 
death different, because of the blood Jesus shed? 

(6) What has God challenged you to do or believe as a result of hearing this 
sermon?  


