
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Hebrews 5:11-6:12 

11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of 
hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone who 
lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is for the 
mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish 
good from evil. 

6 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of instruction about 
washings,[a] the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And this 
we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen 
away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to 
their own harm and holding him up to contempt. 7 For land that has drunk the rain that often falls 
on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from 
God. 8 But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to 
be burned. 

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that 
belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have 
shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire each one of you to show 
the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be 
sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+5%3A11-6%3A12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30030a


 

 
 

Big idea: Let’s keep our zeal for Christ! 
 
Summary  
The preacher in Hebrews was challenging his listeners to be aware that they had lost 
their zeal for Christ. The preacher tells the congregation: you have become dull of 
hearing. Instead of zealous, you’ve grown sluggish and lazy at hearing and heeding the 
word of GOD!  
 
ZEAL is more than emotional enthusiasm. It means taking Jesus seriously. Zeal requires 
a commitment to growth personally and devotion to others selflessly. How can we 
keep our zeal for Christ? How can we stay diligent for Christ? The answer is in four 
actions: Listen!  Cooperate!  Take care!   Have hope! 
 

Listen – Some in the church were suffering from Perpetual Spiritual Infancy 
Syndrome. Symptoms include – lazy listening. Willful amnesia. Unskilled behavior. 
Undiscerning decision-making. Building your life on the foundation of the gospel takes 
time, intentionality, discipline, and community. It’s not that they can’t learn. It’s a moral 
issue. They’re choosing not to learn. They’re choosing not to listen. They’re choosing 
not to be obedient to what they know.  
 Cooperate – adopt a mindset of growth.  Growth mindset acknowledges that 
I’m not the smartest person in the room; so I’m going to cultivate curiosity. I’m going 
to have a learning posture. I want to learn and discover and explore more. When I fail, I 
will take it as an opportunity to learn. 
 Take care – At the time this was written, Christianity was under persecution. First 
century Judaism was tolerated by the empire; but Christianity was not. So Christians 
were returning to the spiritual practices of their ancestors to stay safe from persecution. 
What would be our equivalent? It is “PERFORMANCISM.” Performancism assumes that 
who I am is based on how well I do what I do. The Gospel of Grace is being traded for 
the fantasy of perfectionistic and human effort. The problem with PERFORMANCISM is 
its refusal to acknowledge God. It’s the perpetual spiritual infant who says: I can do it!  
 Have hope – Hope is a person, and His name is Jesus! He comes to you and 
makes a commitment of hope: “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” That’s hope. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Questions 
 
Randy asked several questions that we should ponder.  

1. What piece of revealed truth from God’s Word am I fully aware of that I 
am deliberately ignoring?  

2. If I only obey God when I agree with God, then what is that? (Also 
consider – How does our culture affect that perspective?) 

3. Why should I expect God to give me more truth if I refuse to follow the 
truth I already have? 

4. Ask yourself: If I look back at myself five years ago, is there any difference 
now?  

• Can I see God’s work in me?  
• Am I moving closer to God?  
• Am I serving those around me? 
• Am I growing in the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22-23)?  
• Am I helping others learn the truth? 
• Am I growing in my understanding of God? 

5. Randy said, “We’re able to discern good from evil through practice! 
Becoming mature in Christ takes constant practice!” How do you 
practice?  

6. What is our culture telling us is “good” that God calls “evil?” 
7. How do you keep your zeal for Christ?  

 
 
 


