WEEK OF 9/04/22

Jesus is no Angel—and that’s a good thing

Hebrews 1:5-14

Hebrews 1:5-14 (ESV)
5
For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”?
Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?
6
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship
him.”
7
Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.”
8
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is
the scepter of your kingdom.
9
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed
you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
10
And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the
work of your hands;
11
they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12 like a robe you will roll
them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no
end.”
13
And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a
footstool for your feet”?
14
Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit
salvation?

Big Idea – You will become the image of your admirations! You become what you
admire! “We resemble what we revere, for ruin or restoration.” (G. K. Beale)
Summary
There’s good reason to think that the church who first heard these words recorded in
Hebrews was struggling with angel worship. This church is suffering; becoming weary;
they’re tired. All they can feel is exhaustion and all they could see was trouble. They’re
trying to hang on to something. They’re looking for inspiration. Jesus didn't seem to be
able to save himself, much less anybody else. Jesus was just too human, too common,
too vulnerable. Angels, on the other hand – they’re fierce and mighty! Like the angel
that overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19. Angels are visible, fiery, terrible,
magnificent, and intimidating.

The preacher in Hebrews doesn't pretend that their experiences are not painful. Nor
does the preacher dispense superficial self-help advice: “Be positive, look on the
bright side, count your blessings!” The preacher knows that their sufferings are real.
The pressure is not going away. But neither will the Gospel. So, the preacher doubles
down on truth.
Chapter one is the truth of the gospel that lies beyond sight and touch. The preacher
urges us to walk by faith, not by sight. He asserts that the deepest and most trusted
truth cannot be seen by the naked eye. It is truth to be heard and received by the
heart. You may be impressed by angels. But Jesus is no Angel. Angels worship Christ.
Angels declared the birth of Christ. Angels obey the bidding of Christ. Angels can
speak for God, but Jesus spoke as God. Angels are God's servants, but Christ is God's
Son. Angels are part of the created order. But the Son is the Creator of that order.
Suggested Questions:

•

Over the next month, Randy is asking us to memorize the first five verses of
Hebrews. Practice with your group to memorize verse one and part of verse two
(highlighted below).
1
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.
•

What are the seven identifies of Christ identified in verses 2-4?

•

How would you explain each identity to someone who does not know Christ
Jesus?

•

How are these identities different from the identities of angels?

•

What is God saying through the questions he asks and declarations he makes in
this passage?

•

What did Randy mean when he said, “Jesus is no angel?”
Why is that a good thing?

•

At times, angel worship has been a popular practice in our culture. (Remember
the popular TV show Touched by an Angel in the ‘80’s and early ’90’s?) Do you
know anyone who worships or reveres angels? What is their motivation or
purpose in worshiping angels?

•

We may not admire the same angels this church admired, but we’ve made our
own. We create celebrity angels, entertainment angels, athlete angels, finance
angels, social media angels, business angels, beauty or aesthetic angels,
political angels, pastor angels. We idolize them; stand in awe of them; make
them bigger than they are. Who or what have you made angels in your life? How
do these angels influence your life?

