WEEK OF 8/28/22

Fix your eyes on Christ

Hebrews 1:1-4

Hebrews 1:1-4 (ESV)
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through
whom he created the world.
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. After he made purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as superior to the angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Introduction
This is the first in a series of sermons that will cover the en3re book of Hebrews. We
first looked at some basics about the en3re book such as: we do not know who the
author was and it does not appear to have the format of an Epistle, but may have been
a sermon manuscript. The admonishment in 13:22 to “bear with the word of
exhortation, for I have written to you briefly” would seem to support that conclusion.
Today’s sermon encouraged us to fix our eyes on Christ by considering the first four
verses of the book, which in the original language consists of just one long sentence.
Big Idea: Jesus Is the Best Sermon God Has Ever Spoken!
1. The God Who Speaks (vs.1)
The writer of the book of Hebrews begins by saying that, in the past, God has spoken
in many times and in many ways. Our God is a communicator who spoke to Abraham,
Moses, David, Solomon, and the prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.
Through the prophets He continues to speak to us today. God also spoke in many
ways, including the burning bush, dreams, and visions. In several instances in the
Scriptures, God Himself appeared. Each of these is known as a theophany, and one
example is the appearance of a fourth person in Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace in Daniel
3:24,25.

2. But in These Last Days He Has Spoken to Us by His Son. (vs.2)
This is a dramatic statement emphasizing that what God inaugurated with the Prophets
has been consummated in the Son! The Prophets foretold the coming of the Son but
they saw only a fraction of the glory and the ministry of the Savior. Christ was the
fulfillment of the prophecies and He spoke to us Himself!
3. He is the Heir of All Things and Created the Ages; He is the Exact Imprint of His
Father’s Character (vs. 2-4)
The Son of God made the world and everything that exists “ex nihilo” (literally, from
nothing). Only He has that ability – He doesn’t need anything! We learned that Jesus is
who God is, and does what God does.
4. Jesus is God’s Best Word of Encouragement For Our Weary Hearts
At the time Hebrews was written, the Church was being harassed and persecuted and
many had become weary. The question was asked: Who (or what) is holding you
together right now? Verses 1-4 of Hebrews 1 tells us that Jesus is the Son, the Heir, the
Creator, the Radiance and the Imprint. He’s the Sustainer of reality and the Purifier of
sin. Because of what He has done, and who He is, He is to also be our Encourager.
Suggested Questions
1. God spoke to the ancient fathers through the prophets, but in these last days He
speaks to us through his Son. What are some of the dramatic differences
between the prophets and Jesus, God’s Son?

2. What does “Jesus is the Best Sermon God Has Ever Spoken” mean to you?
3. Hebrews was written to Christians who were oppressed and many were
discouraged. Do you feel the same way? What is oppressing and discouraging
you that you need to hear God speak to in your life?
4. God is still speaking to us through His Son and upholds the Universe by His
power. Have you felt His power or heard his voice in a significant way in your
life? How has, or is, this affecting your faith and Christian walk?

