
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BIG IDEA:  FAITH PURSUES THE WORD OF GOD ALL THE WAY TO THE 
CITY OF GOD! 
 
Randy began the sermon with a story told by Pastor Donald Barnhouse. He encountered his 
former preaching professor, Professor Wilson in the audience listening to him preaching. When he 
asked his professor about that, the professor replied, “I wanted to find out if you were a big-
Godder or a little-Godder. Professor Wilson went on to explain, “Some preachers have a little 
God, and they’re always in trouble with Him. He can’t do any miracles. He doesn’t intervene on 
behalf of His people. They have a little God, and I call them little Godders. But then there are 
those who have a great God. A big God. This God speaks and it is done. He commands and it 
stands fast. He knows how to show Himself strong on behalf of those who fear Him. That’s what I 
mean. And then Professor Wilson paused, smiled, and looked at Barnhouse in the eyes: “You have 
a great, big God. And He is going to bless your ministry. God bless you.” 
 
 
 
 
Randy said that the size of your God determines the stamina of your faith. Why do you think 
Randy used the word “stamina”? 
 
 

Genesis 12:1-3 (ESV) 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that 
I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
Hebrews 11:8-10 (ESV)  

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 
 



 
Text:  Genesis 12:1-3, Hebrews 11:8-10. Randy had three sections in these two passages that he 
wanted to get across: 

1. What Faith Leaves 

2. How Faith Lives 

3. Who Faith Longs For 

From Genesis 12:1 what did Abraham leave at Ur when he set out for Canaan? 
 
Randy made the observation that Abraham was a pagan and in verse 1, we find that Abraham 
was commanded by God to leave three things: Country, Relatives, and his Father’s House.     
 
What kind of experience(s) do you think Abraham might have had from God to obey this 
command?   
 
What might have motivated him to NOT ignore this command? 
 
When Abraham was walking through Canaan, Randy mentioned two tasks that he did.   
What were the tasks?   
What were the importance of the locations that He chose?   
What was significant in what he knew about where he was going from Hebrews 11:8? 
 
Randy talked about loose tent pegs when Abraham pitched his tent in Canaan?   

1. What do you think Abraham was thinking as he hammered his tent stakes in the 

ground? 

2. What does it mean today, to have loose tent pegs in our world? 

3. Why would Abraham build an altar?  What do you think Abraham was thinking when 

he built that altar?  

There were two actions that Abraham exhibited in these passages:  Listening to God and 
Responding to God.  How might we cultivate the kind of relationship with God to make these 
automatic? 


