
“What is Faith?” (1/29/23, Pastor Randy)   Text: Hebrews 11:1-4 

Big Idea: Faith is the heart deep belief that GOD EXISTS in a way that dramatically changes the 

way I live. 

First Things First: Start by fielding answers to the title question: “What is faith?” Or perhaps 

ask the group to share about a few people that they consider “heroes of faith” in their lives. 

Summary of sermon  

Hebrews 11 tells us what it looks like for the righteous to live by faith. This passage is often 

referred to as a “Hall of Faith” that contains a list of “Heroes of Faith.” But it’s important to 

remember these were ordinary people who are representative of countless others who have lived 

by faith through the years.  

The sermon gives us a definition of faith (from the familiar passage in v. 1). It speaks to the 

importance of being a congregation of faith. And it uses the familiar OT story of the offerings 

of Cain and Abel to illustrate the cry of faith. Some key things we learn . . . 

• Faith is closely linked to hope 

• Faith involves resting on the Word, depending on its promises, and relying on God 

• Faith is found in the integrity of the heart 

Where there is genuine faith, there is genuine worship in the community of faith and authentic 

righteousness in the congregation of faith. 

 

Faith calls us to a life of hope, trust, dependance, reliance, and integrity. Like Abel, we cry, 

“God, I trust you! It doesn’t matter what happens to me!” 

“God, I don’t know why my brother hates me! Why does he hate me so!” 

“God, I love you and I depend on you; no matter what!” 

“God, even if I suffer death, I’m not going to stop loving you! I will keep depending on you!” 

Discussion Questions 

1. Consider the definition of faith in v. 1. What does it say faith is? What does this mean? 

2. How does individual faith (or its lack) influence the congregation of faith (for good or ill)? 

3. What role did Abel’s faith play in God’s acceptance of his offering? How can this story help 

us cultivate a faithful heart? 

Big Challenge: As we offer lives to God, are there times when we come more in the spirit of 

Cain than in the spirit of Abel? How can we be mindful of the integrity of our hearts? 


