
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent and the book of Hebrews fits in so well with this 
season: “a deliberately chosen season of waiting”. It is a time of waiting and fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, considering Jesus, a time when He is to be our “first thought, our 
Obsession”. This is the theme of Hebrews! 

 
 

Hebrews 8:1-8, 13 (ESV) 

1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy places, in the true 

tent[a] that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; 

thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he 

would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They 

serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he 

was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was 

shown you on the mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ[b] has obtained a ministry that is as much more 

excellent than the old as the covenant He mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 

promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look 

for a second. 

8 For He finds fault with them when He says:[c] 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 

    when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel 

    and with the house of Judah . . .  

 

13 In speaking of a new covenant, He makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete 

and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+8%3A1-8%2C+13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30078a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+8%3A1-8%2C+13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30082b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+8%3A1-8%2C+13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30084c


 
 
BIG IDEA: CHRISTMAS IS THE INVASION OF DIVINE REALITY IN ORDER TO GIVE 
DIVINE ENABLEMENT FOR THE GOAL OF DIVINE GLORY. 
 
Christmas is so much more than a cute and cuddly baby in a manger. It is God sending 
His Son into our realm on a “search and rescue mission”.  He was born, died, 
resurrected, ascended and ministers in the true heavenly temple on our behalf. He is 
our High Priest, who bridged the gap between earth and the heavenly realms for us. 
His coming was the end of religion based on our personal efforts; because the cross 
completed Christ’s work allowing Him to be seated with His Father in heaven, which is 
more real than anything we have experienced on earth. He was the true High Priest 
who entered the true Holy Place in heaven where He still serves. In doing this, He 
established the New Covenant and enables us to have a new heart, not one of stone, 
but of flesh. He gives us a life indwelt by His spirit and a hope of being able to live 
depending on the bedrock of a faith built on those things. 
 
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS 
 
1, How are the old Tabernacle and Levitical system different and inferior to the new 
system that Hebrews 8 explains? 
 
2.  What are the differences that this makes in our thinking as followers of Christ? What 
does God do for us and give us and how does that change how we live? 
 
3. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:26-29. What more do these passages add to 
your thoughts on the changes that Jesus’ birth, life and death brought for our own 
lives? 
 
4.  How does looking at Hebrews enrich our view of the Advent season? Does it help 
you to be able to see beyond the baby in the manger? How might your approach to 
this holy season change? 
 
5. What practical benefits are offered for the basis for our faith by a new covenant and 
a new heart? Randy mentioned four.  The first was “assurance.” What is our assurance 
based upon?  Do you remember the other three benefits Randy mentioned? 
 
6.  Think on this statement “Advent lets us practice patience until we see Christ’s face. 
Our whole life is Advent.” How might this transform the way you live here on earth? 


