
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 22:1:19 (ESV) 
1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I 
and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went, both of 
them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide 
for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So, they went both of them together. 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in 
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by 
his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So 
Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the LORD it shall be provided.”  

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will 
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and 
they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

 

 



 
 

 
Once again today we looked at one of the ways in which Jesus is better. Today the subject was 
Abrahams’s Test of Enduring Faith as God tells him to GO and offer his son, his only son, Isaac 
on Mt. Moriah. Genesis tells the story and Hebrews 11 is the commentary on this challenge to 
Abraham’s faith. The request is a hard one, challenging not just Abraham’s past but also his future. 
Why would God ask this of him? 
 
However, Abraham sets out to Mt. Moriah, with wood and fire, and his puzzled son, and no other 
sacrifice. He is trusting God but has no answer to this troubling request. Isaac is bound and placed 
on the altar. Abraham is allowing himself and Isaac to be tested, proving that over the years he 
had developed a resilient and enduring faith. 
 
This faith is in great contrast to his clumsy faith of the past. A faith that has been refined many 
times. Genesis 22 begins with the phrase “After these things God tested Abraham.” 
 
Our faith is also tested and refined in many ways, but God calls us also to endure. Some of the 
ways that He does this is by causing us to suffer both physically and emotionally, by allowing us 
to experience loneliness, scarcity or even prosperity. Others of us experience tests of identity or 
persecution. Through the struggles of life’s tests, we often wonder what God is doing. Paul David 
Tripp has said. “God will take you where you do not want to go to produce in you what could not 
be produced otherwise.” 
 
“After these things”, in other words after 40 years of Abraham’s life, we find that his faith in 
Genesis 22 is very different than in Genesis 12. It is so different that Hebrews 11 says that he 
was trusting that God could raise Isaac from the dead if he did sacrifice him. But the Angel said, 
“Don’t!’ And a lamb was provided.  
 
The BIG IDEA for us is that NOTHING MUST COME BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THE LORD. NOTHING! God is 
the Giver in our lives also and nothing must come between the things He gives us and the one who 
is the Giver. We need to “hold loosely what we cherish deeply, because it’s not ours anyway.”  
 
Abraham called Moriah “The Lord Will Provide”, vs. 14. For Abraham, a lamb was provided. 
However, as we think ahead to Easter, no substitute was provided for Jesus, “the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world”, John 1:29.  
 
 
 
  

Hebrews 11:17-19 (ESV) 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in 
the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be 
named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back. 



 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1.  What does Hebrews tell us about Jesus in its theme? 
 
2.  Describe the struggle for both Abraham and even Isaac as they obeyed God on Mt. Moriah? 
 
3.  Why was this a test, not just for Abraham, but for all of Israel? 
 
4.   What are some of the ways that Abraham’s faith had been “clumsy” over the 40 previous 

years? Why do you suppose Abraham’s faith was not “clumsy” on this day? 
 
5.  Read James 1:2,3; Hebrews 12:10,11 and I Peter 1:6. What is God’s purpose when we 

undergo tests or trials? Are you developing enduring faith and trust in God as these tests 
happen in your life? 

 
6.  Are you in a season of testing now? How can we help each other to be better learners? 
 
7.  How can the sacrifice of Isaac help us to better understand Easter as  
 we approach this holy season? 

 


