
 
 

 
 

  

    SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 7.13.20 
 
“And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.” (Matthew 6:13). 
 

Big Idea: Sin is constant; so is our need for a Savior 
 
Each of us struggles with temptation to sin. Therefore, we need God to lead us and to deliver 
us. 
 

• Read Matthew 4:1-11 together. In this passage, Jesus is tempted in the desert as he 
prepares to begin his ministry. How does Jesus’ strategy for resisting temptation relate 
to being led by God? What does Jesus’s triumph over Satan say about God’s ability to 
deliver us from evil? 

 
• The three temptations of Jesus in the desert were the temptation to turn a stone into 

bread, the temptation to cast himself from top the temple and induce the angels to 
save him, and the temptation to secure authority over the world in exchange for 
worshipping the devil. Sometimes these are interpreted as enticements to do good 
things, but in the wrong ways. After all, Jesus would eventually need to eat, he would 
eventually be rescued from death, and he would eventually be acknowledged by every 
tribe and tongue and nation. Have you ever been tempted to do something good, but 
in the wrong way? Or have you ever been tempted to do something good, but for the 
wrong reasons? Describe the situation. 

 
• Jesus taught the disciples to pray, “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil.” Although evil is real, and it torments us from within and without, Christ defeated  
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it at the cross. According to N.T. Wright, an author and Anglican bishop, Christians 
may sometimes have three wrong answers to evil. The first is to “put our heads in the 
sand” and ignore the reality of evil. The second is to wallow in evil and forget the good 
that God is doing and Christ’s victory at the cross, leading us either toward despair or 
toward acquiescence to evil. The third is to think of ourselves as the good warriors 
against evil committed by others, forgetting our own struggles with sin and the fact 
that the victory is God’s and not ours. 

 
Which of these three wrong answers to evil seems hardest for you to avoid right now? 
When is it hardest? What form do these wrong answers take in your thoughts? 

 
 
 
* Wright, N.T. “What, Then, Is Evil, and How Are We Delivered?” (Excerpt from The Lord and 
His Prayer).” EerdWord, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 12 Aug. 2014, 
eerdword.com/2014/08/12/n-t-wright-what-then-is-evil-and-how-are-we-delivered-excerpt-
from-the-lord-and-his-prayer/. 
 
 


