
 
 

  

    SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 9.28.20 
 
1 The Spirit of God, the Master, is on me because God anointed me. He sent me to preach 
good news to the poor, heal the heartbroken, announce freedom to all captives, pardon all 
prisoners. 
 
2 God sent me to announce the year of his grace - a celebration of God's destruction of our 
enemies - and to comfort all who mourn, 
 
3 To care for the needs of all who mourn in Zion, give them bouquets of roses instead of 
ashes, Messages of joy instead of news of doom, a praising heart instead of a languid spirit. 
Rename them "Oaks of Righteousness" planted by God to display his glory. 

Isaiah 61:1-3  (The Message) 
 

The Big Idea: Lament puts us in a posture of humility so we can receive healing 
and participate in redemptive action! 
 

•  As you are in a posture of humility, what healing might God want to do in your life? 
 

• Kati pointed out that we indeed live in an awesome country, but nevertheless we are 
primarily citizens of heaven living for the Kingdom of God. We don’t want to ignore 
problems in either our country, or our lives, or our marriages, or our organizations. We 
all experience hardship and are tempted to think of ourselves as victims. What can you 
do as a citizen of heaven to spread holiness, to uphold Godly values in the community 
you live in, and to encourage personal responsibility for actions as you live in this 
blessed country of ours?  
 
 

Isaiah 61:1-3 



 
 
 
 

• The Messiah promises to bind up the broken hearted and to give personal attention to 
the wounds that have caused heartache. He promises soothing, healing, and restoring.  
In what ways has Jesus soothed, healed, and restored you? Your family? Our nation? 
 

• Sometimes we think of our sin as only that which we commit. There also may be sins 
that are due to our omitting to do something God wants from us. Kati described this as 
the difference between our personal righteousness and our action. Both need to be 
considered. What sins of omission might God be revealing in your life? How can you 
have an impact regarding the daily crime that happens around us? In what ways can 
you make a difference in our world to stand up against lawlessness and the civil unrest 
in many of our cities? Is there something you can do to support our law enforcement 
community, our military, or our justice system?  
 

• Kati referred to the justice (“vengeance”) of God. That God will be the ultimate judge 
can be a great comfort to victims of abuse, to those who have had their loved ones’ 
lives taken or businesses burned, to the families of those loved ones who have died as 
a result of violent crime in our cities. We can trust in God that justice will be done. Are 
there areas of your life in which you are comforted by the ultimate justice of God? 
 

• Read Romans 12:1-2.  Knowing that as we mourn our brokenness, receive healing from 
God, and live transformed lives we really can’t change ourselves. We are transformed 
as Jesus renews our minds. What renewing truths of the Christian worldview do you 
need to place in your mind this week? 


