
A 4-Week Devotional



The Simple Commission

Thank you to the Windsor Road Christian Church staff and 
elders who contributed to this devotional guide.



Hello! 

As a church, we are launching a two year journey of 
focusing on Jesus’ central command to his church, the 
Great Commission. To remind us that what we have been 
called to do is simple we’ve titled this journey, The Simple 
Commission. In this day and age of overscheduled and 
overstressed lives it is imperative that the church remembers 
who we are and what we are about.

To launch this focus, we invite you to take four weeks to 
pray, fast, and meditate on some themes related to making 
disciples using this devotional guide.

Some of you might be new to committing to reading your 
Bible and praying regularly. I’m excited that you are ready 
to take this challenge and grow closer to Christ! For others, 
this might be a regular habit of your life—I encourage you 
to keep it up!

Fasting is a discipline which, along with prayer, can help us 
position our hearts to what God is calling us to do as the 
church. Often, we think of fasting from food, but you can 
choose a way to fast that is appropriate for you. Seek God 
about what you will be fasting from these four weeks. It 
could be anything from food, social media, or TV. Let God 
guide you through this process.

No matter what your prior experience has been, I’m 
confident that God will do some great things among us. 
What begins in the next month with this devotional guide 
will continue over the next two years in which we as a church 
will be focusing on the Great Commission. God promises 
to reward those who earnestly seek Him. I’m confident that 
God will bless your life and use our church to help reach our 
community and the world for Christ.

As you begin our journey using this guide, you’ll notice a 
few elements provided to help you focus each day: 

* A short Bible verse
* A short devotional thought 
* An application question or prayer point

I encourage you to use this guide for five days each week 
over the next four weeks. Find the context of the short Bible 
verse by reading the paragraph or chapter that surrounds 
it in your Bible. Consider in prayer the application and see 
what changes God prompts you to make in your life. Allow 
your fasting to lead you to listen to God and trust in Him.

If you have young kids in your family, use this guide as a 
family devotional time. Talk about the concepts with your 
kids in language they can understand. Let this be a time that 
you can build into and disciple your kids.

This guide is not intended to restrict your Scripture reading 
and prayer time over these four weeks. Instead, this guide is 
here to help get you started five days each week with some
communication with God and digging into His Word. I’m 
praying with you that the Holy Spirit will use this guide as a 
beginning point of more intimate fellowship with God and 
understanding of the Great Commission.

I’m looking forward to this adventure with you!

Learning together,

Brian Rummery
Discipleship Pastor



Week 1, Day 1
Monday, August 19
Eric Decker

…the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ

2 Corinthians 4:4

Understanding the Gospel

Are you good enough to get into heaven? Are you? As a 
kid, I wanted to go to heaven when I died, but wasn’t sure 
how to be good enough to get there. My family even went 
to church! 

Thankfully, God introduced me to someone in college who 
plainly explained the gospel. It was like blinders fell from my 
eyes. The only way to heaven is through someone Who is 
good enough.

How did I miss the gospel when it was RIGHT in front of 
me? “…the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers…” I was blind and didn’t know it! God helped 
this blind man see!

The gospel is not religion. It’s good news! Religion is try 
harder; do more. But how good is good enough, and by 
whose standard? It’s like asking, “How clean must I get 
before I can take a bath?” What?! Isn’t that why you take a 
bath?! It’s similar with God. Come to Him just as you are. He 
will do, and has done, the work to restore you through One 
who is good enough. 

Jesus, who is the gospel, has done what we cannot do for 
ourselves. The gospel does what religion can’t ever do.  I’ll 
take the gospel. Give me Jesus. He is ALL I need. 

Application Question

Space to Reflect

Do you have gospel blindness? Will you let someone 
lovingly help you see the gospel?



Week 1, Day 2
Tuesday, August 20
Adam and Kirsten Poetzel

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
Luke 19:10

Understanding God’s Heart for the 
World

Our day at Disney World was going great. And then it 
happened. We looked up and our young daughter was 
nowhere in sight. Our focus instantly changed from 
enjoying the fun rides and spectacles to being singularly 
focused on finding our lost daughter. She was all that 
mattered, and nothing could distract us from finding our lost 
treasure. When I think of God’s heart for His people, I think 
of that moment in Disney. 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus explains why he came to Earth: 
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke 19:10). Our heavenly father has that same 
singular focus on bringing his children back to him that I had 
in those moments in Florida. God is a seeking God, 
relentlessly pursuing his children and desiring for them to 
likewise seek him.

God’s heart is for all people, everywhere, to know his love 
and to choose to love him back. In John 3:16, we read: 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son…”. God’s love for his people knows no borders. He is 
on a mission to bring all of his lost children back to Himself. 

TodAY’S Prayer

Space to Reflect

God, thank you for your heart for all people around the 
world to know and accept your love. Please shape my heart 
to be more like yours. Grow my heart’s desire to join You in 
Your mission to seek and save those who are lost.

In the Great Commission, Jesus invites his found children 
to join Him in that mission, so that one day “a great 
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages” 
(Revelation 7:9) will join together in unity, bringing praise 
to our beloved Father.



Week 1, Day 3
Wednesday, August 21
Randy Boltinghouse

And this is the plan: At the right time God will bring 
everything together under the authority of Christ—
everything in heaven and on earth.

Ephesians 1:10

God’s Big Picture of Redemption

Early in life children ask, “Why?” about all sorts of subjects. 
As we age, the question “Why?” becomes more profound. 
Why is there suffering? Why do we exist? Why does my life 
matter? How will this all end?

These are big picture questions that help us make sense of 
reality. Christianity offers answers to these questions. 
Christianity is a lens through which we see the world. It’s 
a worldview, or how we make sense of the way things are. 
According to Greg Koukl1, every worldview has four 
components: creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. 

1. Why are were here? Creation tells us how things       
began, where everything came from (including us), the 
reason for our origins, and what ultimate reality is like. 

2. Why is this world broken? Fall describes the problem 
since we all perceive that something has gone wrong 
with the world. 

3. How will this world be repaired? Redemption gives us 
the solution, the way to fix what went wrong. 

4. What is our destiny? Restoration describes what the 
world would look like once the repair takes place.

1 Gregory Koukl, The Story of Reality

The Bible tells the one true story of what God has done in 
Christ to repair the brokenness of this world. The Bible is the 
one true story of how the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus restores the beauty of Eden. Here is God’s big picture: 
Creation. Fall. Redemption. Restoration. Four parts pointing 
to one person—Jesus—who unites everything in heaven 
and earth in himself. 

Application Question

Space to Reflect

What can you do today to make sure you’re not living your 
life to get God to join Himself to your story, rather than you 
joining God’s Story?



Week 1, Day 4
Thursday, August 22
Rachel Allen

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will 
be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. 

2 Timothy 2:1-3

Sacrificing for the Cause of Making 
Disciples

Making disciples means making sacrifices. But we often try 
to ignore the second part of this section of Scripture or try 
to find “loopholes” in the disciple-making process so that 
the sacrifices we make are minimal. After all, who actually 
wants to give up their time, energy, attention, and 
reputation to make disciples? That’s a pretty tall order!
 
Thankfully, God did not look for loop holes in the system 
when it came to saving His children. He gave up His one 
and only Son, Jesus, to pay the greatest sacrifice for us, 
death on a cross. It’s because of God’s steadfast love and 
grace that we are free from the bonds of sin and death and 
are called to share this good news to others, even though 
it may cost. A friend of mine once said, “Sacrifice is putting 
into its proper place what already belongs to God.” What 
we have to sacrifice, our time, energy, relationships, etc., is 
not ours to begin with, it’s God’s. And when we make these 
daily sacrifices for the sake of discipleship, our lives begin to 
align with God’s calling for us.

Today’s Prayer 

Space to Reflect

God, open our eyes to the opportunities of sacrificing our 
time, attention, relationships, and reputation for the sake of 
making disciples. Give us boldness to align our lives around 
what you have called us to do as your children. 



Week 1, Day 5
Friday, August 23
Brenda Tennill

Let God transform you into a new person by changing the 
way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect.

Romans 12:2b

Total Transformation 

A while back, I came across a challenging explanation of 
faith paths that drove me to contemplate my life honestly 
and then make intentional course corrections. See if you can 
identify yourself in one of these three paths described by 
Father Richard Rohr1:

1. The old self on the old path: non-conversion.
2. The old self on the new path: new behavior, new 

language, new practices that are sincere, but the 
underlying worldview, motivation, and goal is never 
really changed. My anger, fear, and ego are merely 
transferred to now defend my idea of God or religion. 

3. The new self on a new path: the total transformation 
of worldview, motivation, rewards, and goals that 
characterizes one who loves and is loved by God. This is 
conversion according to Jesus.

Pretty challenging and convicting, isn’t it? I had to be honest 
with myself and realize in many ways I was still on Path #2. It 
helped me understand why I was still experiencing so much 
inner conflict after following Christ for 27 years.

1 Richard Rohr, Jesus’ Plan for a New World: The Sermon on the Mount

As we seek to fulfill the Great Commission, I believe we 
must start with ourselves. The greatest testimony of the 
goodness and salvation of God is a transformed life full of 
love and grace. 

Prayer Point

Space to Reflect

Ask God to show you if your life reflects true transformation 
and to give you a heart that is willing to make necessary 
course corrections. Then, ask Him to open doors to share 
with others the Gospel and how it is making a difference in 
your life. 



Week 2, Day 
Monday, August 26
Scott Kunkel

… Christ died for our sins …, he was buried…, he was 
raised…, he appeared to Cephas and then to the Twelve. 
6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers at the same time… 

I Corinthians 15:3-6

The Place of Scripture in Discipleship

Sometimes the hardest part of growing in our faith is 
knowing where to start. Paul’s writing in his first letter to the 
church in Corinth provides reliable direction. Paul made a 
point of communicating a message he characterized “as of 
first importance.” You can almost hear Paul saying, “If you 
don’t get anything else, make sure you understand this.”

So what is it that Paul characterizes “as of first importance?” 
Three simple, yet profound facts:

Christ died, was buried, and then He rose from the dead.

It’s the foundation of the Gospel message, described as 
concisely as possible. And if Paul’s word wasn’t enough, 
there were witnesses too. Lots of witnesses! Over 500 in 
fact, many of whom were still alive at the time Paul wrote to 
Corinth and could corroborate everything Paul wrote.
If this is truly of first importance, what should we do about 
it? Paul made clear to the Corinthians they were to “hold 
firmly” (1Cor15:2) to this Gospel message he preached 
to them. So, as we look to Scripture to help us grow in 
our faith, we too should hold firmly to truths Paul laid out 

regarding our crucified and resurrected Savior. Study Jesus’ 
ministry as presented in the Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
Explore the growth of the early church in Acts, absorb 
the teachings in the Epistles, and celebrate the promised 
victory in Revelation. But do all this while always mindful 
that none of it matters without what matters most: Christ 
died, was buried, and rose again. This is truly what’s of first 
importance.

Space to Reflect

Application Point
Consider making daily Bible reading a priority in your life so 
that you might hold firmly to the truth.



Week 2, Day 2
Tuesday, August 27
Brian Rummery

Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all 
the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his 
name’s sake.

Romans 1:5

Obedience to God’s Word

In the opening of Paul’s letter to the Romans, he describes 
his own call to be set apart for the declaration of the 
Gospel. He assumes this declaration necessarily involves 
calling others to “the obedience that comes from faith.” 
When we consider what it means to be a disciple (and 
consequently what it means to call others to discipleship) 
it certainly means making Christ our greatest treasure 
(Matthew 13:44) and committing our lives to him, but it 
also means daily obeying God’s Word. Paul states that 
obedience is the natural outgrowth of our faith in Christ. 
Jesus declared that we make disciples by “teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20). 
Obedience to God’s precepts in every area of our lives is the 
essence of living out what it means to be a disciple. If you 
are in a discipleship relationship with your friend, your child, 
your co-worker, or anyone else, and a foundational part 
of what you are doing does not include a call to obey the 
Bible you are missing one of the most important elements 
of discipleship. One of the first steps of obedience as a 
disciple is to be baptized. That’s the first part of what Jesus 
describes as how we make disciples (“…baptizing them…” 
Matthew 28:19). But don’t stop there. Go on to obedience 
in everything. It’s not very difficult to read our Bible and 

attend church on Sunday mornings, but obeying God at 
every turn is our challenge. Let’s fight to obey what God has 
commanded. 

Application Question

Space to Reflect

What command in God’s Word have you been ignoring that 
you need to obey this week?



Week 2, Day 3
Wednesday, August 28
Jim Barlow

Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness.
1 Timothy 4:7

Practicing Spiritual Disciplines

At the beginning of each year, many people make a list 
of resolutions that they are going to try to do throughout 
the year. Most of these are disciplines in an area of our life 
– working out, dieting, giving up something that may not 
be healthy for us. But how many of us think about starting 
resolutions for spiritual disciplines in our lives?

You might be practicing some spiritual disciplines already, 
such as praying, worship, fellowship, and reading God’s 
word. But there are others that may not be a part of 
your spiritual walk yet, such as fasting, memorization, or 
meditating on God’s word. Just as people who work out at 
the gym try to work out different parts of the body, so we 
too may need to work on some of the spiritual disciplines 
that are being overlooked.

First, figure out which spiritual disciplines you need to work 
on (or are not practicing at all), and then come up with a 
plan of action. One action may be that you just need to do 
a study on the discipline. For example, what is fasting? How 
can I practice that in my life? Are there any health concerns 
for me and my situation? Then, just as you’d have to figure 
out a workout schedule, you need to schedule when you 
are going to make this a part of your daily/weekly/monthly 
routine.

Application Point

Space to Reflect

Take some time today to think about some of the more 
neglected spiritual disciplines you’d like to work on in your 
life and come up with a plan for how you will begin to start 
making these a part of your spiritual walk.



Week 2, Day 4
Thursday, August 29
Jon Folsom

The disciples approached Jesus privately and said,”Why 
couldn’t we drive the demons out?” “Because of your little 
faith,” He told them. “For I assure you: If you have faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move 
here from there.’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible 
for you. However, this kind does not come out except by 
prayer and fasting.”

Matthew 17:19-21

The PLACE OF FASTING IN PRAYER LIFE

Fasting is the practice of denying oneself something of 
intrinsic value (traditionally food) to make space to seek God 
with more intensity. As suggested in this passage, it can 
be practiced to embolden or fortify our prayers, worship, 
and scripture reading. Luke 5:33-35 establishes this as an 
exercise believers should carry out today.

When we give up food (unlike electronics or social media), 
there develops a yearning from inside of us. It’s in that 
awareness that we learn not only to be grateful to our 
Father for lending us His strength, but also to be anchored 
to the conviction the Holy Spirit has placed on us. When you 
feel tempted, redirect that yearning to prayer for what it is 
God has placed on your heart to fast for and praise Him for 
the strength of denial. The longer you go the more you’ll 
be increasingly prompted from the inside out to pray and 
praise.

Application Point

Space to Reflect

Jesus warns that simple prayer will not always suffice against 
the spiritual warfare that looms against us. Consider adding 
fasting to your arsenal today.



Week 2, Day 5
Friday, August 30
Sierra Ewing

But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect.

1 Peter 3:15

Sharing Your Personal Testimony as 
Evangelism

Although it is vital to have a substantial biblical foundation 
for believing in Christ as your Lord and Savior, equally 
important and beneficial to the expansion of the Kingdom 
is your personal testimony and experience with Jesus. 
Sharing with boldness and conviction what has caused you 
to believe that Christ’s sacrifice is for you is compelling 
and moving to others in evangelistic efforts. Nothing is 
more compelling than knowing for yourself—believing for 
yourself—that Christ has set you free from the chains of sin 
and death. 

What kind of person are you because the love of God has 
transformed your life? What would your life look like without 
Him? Knowing the answers for these two questions will 
help you compile your personal story of faith. God’s love 
draws us in specifically and individually, creating the story of 
your life. The only person who can speak to your personal 
transformation in Christ is you. There is a powerful story in 
how Christ captured your heart, awakened you from your 
state of death, and brought you to full and abundant life in 
Christ!

Romans 6 speaks to this when it says, “5 For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know 
that our old self was crucified… 8 Now if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”  By telling 
our stories, we recount the faithfulness and kindness of God 
towards us.

Application Point

Space to Reflect

Look for opportunities to share your story with great 
gladness and gentleness. God will use it to encourage 
others and build His Church.



Week 3, Day 1
Monday, September 2
Scott Olthoff

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them. 

Genesis 1:27

Finding Common Ground with 
Unbelievers

It’s easy to find common ground with people who look 
like you and have the same beliefs as you. We often avoid 
people who are different from us. Because each of us are 
made in the image of God, we all have things in common 
whether we realize it or not. I can usually find common 
ground with anyone, and it usually starts with a comment 
about the weather we are having (good or bad). If you can 
get others talking, especially about themselves, you are on 
your way to creating a sense of community.  

Everyone we meet is an image bearer of the Creator. 
He/she has infinite value! The first step in reaching your 
sphere of influence for Christ is to find common ground 
and love people where they are. Jesus said that we would 
identify ourselves by how we loved people (and not just 
the easy ones). Loving unbelievers (or difficult people) isn’t 
something that comes naturally; it’s something we must be 
intentional about. Next time you come across someone who 
is difficult, remember that he/she is an image bearer. Just 
this week I’ve had someone accuse me of lying and being 
deceitful. It was very tough to hear, and I feel challenged to 
begin praying and seeing them as Christ does.  

Application Question

Space to Reflect

We will all encounter difficult people. How are you going to 
find common ground and love them as Christ does?



Week 3, Day 2
Tuesday, September 3
Kati Pessin

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.

2 Corinthians 5:20

Initiating Spiritual Conversations

Have you ever felt like sharing your faith requires a master’s 
degree in Evangelism? Sometimes, the way we talk about 
how to share the Gospel can make it seem like in order to 
tell someone about the love of Jesus, we must have the 
perfect illustration or list of Bible verses ready at all times. 

Don’t get me wrong, those things are helpful. Having a 
thorough understanding of what the Bible says about what 
Jesus did for us will only make it easier for us to share our 
faith.

But at the end of the day, sharing our faith begins with 
simply being present with others. Being an ambassador for 
Christ means that everywhere we go, we are representing 
Him. We don’t have to quote a Bible verse or draw a 
diagram to do that; our very presence is the presence of 
Christ. 

The most helpful way I have found to initiate spiritual 
conversations with others is just to genuinely care about 
other people. To pay attention to who it is God allows in 
my path every day. The person in the drive-through window 
at Dunkin’ Donuts. My hairdresser. My coworker. And then 
genuinely get to know them. 

Over time, relationships are built, and natural opportunities 
to share about Christ happen. This might look like asking 
if you can pray for them (I’ve rarely had someone say no to 
that) or actually getting to share the Gospel with them. God 
will open the door for the conversation. Our job is simply to 
walk through. 

Prayer Point

Space to Reflect

Ask God to help you have your eyes open to opportunities 
to build relationships with other that need to know Him. 
Ask Him also for help being intentional at making space for 
conversations about faith.  



Week 3, Day 3
Wednesday, September 4
Carl Sather

…there before me was a great multitude, that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, 
standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.  They 
were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches 
in their hands.

Revelation 7:9

Reaching all peoples with the Gospel

In Revelation 7:9 we learn the vision and hope of heaven. 
How should we respond in light of this hope locally? The 
diverse crowds coming to Jerusalem for Passover in Matt. 
21:6-11 laid down their robes and palm branches in the road 
before their beloved teacher, Jesus, and praised him boldly. 
Language, socioeconomic, class, and ethnic differences 
were present but were less important than worship offered 
to Jesus. Their focus was on the one they hoped in as their 
leader, after they had seen His care for them in many ways. 
He had instructed the crowds in Matt. 5 that they were the 
salt and the light of the world and that their light should 
not be hidden and should shine before all mankind. Paul 
tells us in 2 Cor 4:4 that “the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.” But we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, “with ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake,” letting “light shine out of the darkness.” In 
this way we carry out our Lord’s instruction to go and make 
disciples of all nations.

Prayer Point

Space to Reflect

So pray today for the various people groups in our 
community and ways that you may love them and serve 
them. In this, we worship our great God, do His will, and 
experience joy in His redemption and restoration plan.  



Week 3, Day 4
Thursday, September 5
Brian Rummery

And Jesus came and said to them…
Matthew 28:18a

The Communal Nature of the Great 
Commission

We naturally think about the various applications of the 
Great Commission in light of what we should personally 
do, and so we should. We think of sharing Christ with our 
neighbor, obeying all of God’s commands, being baptized 
and baptizing others, going on a short-term mission trip, or 
even committing to leave our culture for an extended period 
of time to take the Gospel to distant lands. These are all 
elements of what it means to fulfill the Great Commission. 
But we should not just think about the Great Commission as 
a command to each of us as individual Christians. It would 
be helpful for us to remember that the Great Commission 
was given to all disciples. As he was leaving them, Jesus 
declared this Commission to the disciples as a group. Trevin 
Wax, author and visiting professor at Wheaton College, 
clarifies this helpful distinction. He says that it’s not just 
that we each now have a task to fulfill, but that, as Jesus 
made us a new people, he also gave us a new identity as a 
disciple-making Church1. All of our disciple-making efforts 
are based in our identity as a faith community. Michael 
Goheen, professor of Missiology at Covenant Theological 
Seminary sums it up well.The Great Commission “. . . is not 

1 Trevin Wax, 5 Ways We Get the Great Commission Wrong (The Gospel 
Coalition Blog)

a task assigned to isolated individuals; it is an identity given 
to a community.”2 If you are a disciple of Christ this is part of 
who you are as a member of God’s global Church.

2 Michael Goheen, A Light to the Nations

Application Question

Space to Reflect

What steps can you take this fall to become more connected 
with our joint efforts to fulfill the Great Commission?



Week 3, Day 5
Friday, September 6
Beth Ingabire

The things which you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be 
able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 2:2

Disciples making Disciples

In 2 Timothy 1, we see Paul’s heart for Timothy. Paul has 
prayed for him and longs to see him again. 

Paul reminds Timothy of the faith that he has that was 
passed down from his grandmother to his mother and 
now to him. He knows Timothy struggles with timidity and 
reminds him of the power that he carries through the Holy 
Spirit. 

We all need reminders of who we are and who lives in 
us from time to time. I have had moments when I am 
overwhelmed with feelings of inadequacy, times where I 
doubt my impact for the Kingdom. I am blessed to have 
women in my life who have reminded me who I am and who 
lives in me. It’s this kind of discipleship that inspires me to 
remind others in my sphere of influence of who they are and 
the impact they are destined to make for the Kingdom of 
God. 

Timothy is encouraged to share what he has learned from 
Paul with other people. As we make disciples, let us help fan 
the flame of those we disciple to go and do the same thing 
for other people. 

Application Question

Space to Reflect

Is there someone you have been walking alongside? If so, 
how can you encourage him/her today to reach out and 
make disciples? 



Week 4, Day 1
Monday, September 9
Justin Craig

One generation will commend your works to another; they 
will tell of your mighty acts. They will speak of the glorious 
splendor of your majesty, and I will meditate on your 
wonderful works. 

Psalm 145:4-5

Discipleship in the Family

If one generation will not commend the works of God to 
another, or tell of the mighty acts of God, or speak of His 
glory, or meditate on His words, then we will leave the faith 
of the next generation up to anything and anyone. 

There is extreme power when the family functions to its 
original and highest calling of discipleship, but too often 
we become captivated by the calling of our schedule rather 
than the calling of God. 

Families are meant to be a place of spiritual growth together 
and upward, so that when our children leave our homes they 
are equipped with a heart turned towards God and a mind 
turned towards Truth. Our children do not need biblical 
experts; they need parents who are experts on their lives, 
their struggles, and their needs.

God has met you so that you would be ready to introduce 
His glory and His grace to your family.

Application Point

Space to Reflect

True family discipleship happens when you all pursue God 
together. Here are a few ways to do that:
1. Serve together: Make memories of serving others 

together as we live out the Great Commission.
2. Learn together: Take some intentional time to read 

scripture or a family devotional.
3. Pray together: Ask your child each day how you can 

pray for them and then actually sit there together and 
pray. You’ll be opened up to a new world of information 
regarding what trials your kid is facing.



Week 4, Day 2
Tuesday, September 10
Amber Esparza

But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing 
the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling 
others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.

Acts 20:24

Hospitable Discipleship

Do you remember the first person who ever discipled you? 
Was it your parents or grandparents? Your youth pastor, 
teacher, or coach? For me, it was my youth leader. The funny 
thing about it was I didn’t even realize she was discipling me 
until much later in life. Her consistent years of meeting with 
me and encouraging me were a time investment she made 
to one day open the door for discipleship. 

Jesus modeled this as well in his ministry. Jesus saw people 
and took time to be in relation with them. He invested in 
people simply by being with them and eating with them. 
He went to Zacchaeus’s home. He spent time with Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus. He ate with His disciples often, even 
after he resurrected! He ate with Pharisees. He ate with the 
5,000 and also with his own betrayer, Judas. During this 
time with these individuals, Jesus reveals not only who He is 
but who they are through Him. 

Application Question

Space to Reflect

Who are you already pouring into? Who do you welcome 
into your home? If not for a meal, maybe a game night? 
We need to see people. We cannot disciple one person, let 
alone a community, if we’re not willing to take the time to 
invest in them.



Week 4, Day 3
Wednesday, September 11
Jen Davidson

Be hospitable to one another without complaining… if 
anyone serves, it should be from the strength that God pro-
vides, so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in 
everything.

1 Peter 4:9, 11

Fulfilling the Great Commission 
Through Short-Term Missions

If we look to define short term mission it can be defined as 
a short period of time where a person is sent to perform a 
service or carry out an activity.  What this short term mission 
looks like is probably going to be very different for you than 
the person sitting in the chair next to you. God has called 
each of us to accomplish different missions while we are 
here on earth and has gifted us each with unique charac-
teristics to complete these missions. When you are on your 
mission, do so with the strength that only God can provide, 
serve in your mission as though you are serving Him, and 
complete your mission without complaint. As you complete 
your mission with these characteristics, others who are being 
served by you may start to watch you and wonder, “Why 
is this person doing this and what do they want in return?” 
Maybe, just maybe, during your interactions with those you 
come into contact with, they will ask you these questions 
and you can tell them about Jesus. Tell them about your 
Father in heaven, who loved you so much He sent His son to 
die for you so that you could be forgiven of your sins.

Plant these seeds during your mission. You may not be the 
one who sees the fruit from these interactions, but know that 
God has a plan for all the seeds that have been planted.

Prayer Point

Space to Reflect

Ask God for wisdom as to where your mission field lies. Is it 
in your backyard, the local schools, the local homeless shel-
ter, another state or country? Then be still and wait. He will 
provide the answer to this question in His perfect timing. 



Week 4, Day 4
Thursday, September 12
Dave Monreal

Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to 
impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own 
lives, because you had become very dear to us.

1 Thessalonians 2:8

Lifestyle Discipleship

What is discipleship? Discipleship is sharing the gospel 
through our lives out of love for another person. Paul was 
not motivated in ministry out of a sense of guilt or duty. He 
so deeply cared for believers and wanted to see them grow 
that he wanted to get involved in their lives.

Sometimes we think discipleship means meeting at a certain 
time in a predetermined location to spend an hour going 
over a workbook. There is nothing wrong with doing that, 
but that isn’t the heart of discipleship. Discipleship is born 
out of relationship. You connect with another person. You 
grow to care about that person. You pursue the relationship 
longing to see the other person grow spiritually.

Discipleship is a two-way street. It is meeting and learning 
and growing together. As you share your life and the other 
person shares his or hers, you find that both of you are 
being propelled forward in your faith. Discipleship looks 
more like the two of you sitting at Starbucks speaking truth 
into each other’s lives over lattes than sitting in a classroom 
listening to a lecture.

Prayer Point

Space to Reflect

If you do not already have someone, pray that God will 
bring someone in your life that you can begin sharing life 
together and speaking the truth of the Gospel into each 
other’s lives.



Week 4, Day 5
Friday, September 13
Julie Folsom

As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.
Proverbs 27:17

Discipleship Through Small Groups

Even Jesus knew the value of a small group. He intentionally 
gathered regularly with twelve men who desired to grow in 
close relationship with one another for a missional purpose. 
Jesus was dedicated to getting personal and teaching 
them so when he died they could carry the message of the 
Gospel to all nations. This is Discipleship.

Gathering regularly in small groups allows us the 
opportunity to get personal and grow in faith with others 
for the sake of the Gospel. We cannot possibly get personal 
with the hundreds of people we encounter on a Sunday 
morning, nor would we likely want to. Whether we realize 
it or not, our spiritual duty is to stimulate one another 
to righteousness and obedience. This takes intentional, 
personal attention and a smaller group of people. One 
person can only reach so far, but groups of people can reach 
many. 

We are called to sharpen each other as iron sharpens iron. 
We need others in our lives to walk with us in our faith 
journey and hold us accountable to the Truth regularly just 
like Jesus did with his Disciples. This is what a small group 
does! When we are in discipleship with others we become 
both students and teachers. We are refining one another for 
a missional purpose!

Application Point

Space to Reflect

If you’re not yet in a Small Group here at church, consider 
trying one out this fall.
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