
 
 

 
 

  

    SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 7.20.20 
 
“Pray then like this: 
‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’” 
- Matthew 6:9 
 

Big Idea: To pray “Our” Father is a declaration of equality, a statement of solidarity, 
and an invitation to humility 

 
The Lord’s Prayer does not use the words, “I,” “me,” or “my.” Instead, it uses “we,” “us,” 
and “our.” That’s because it’s a communal prayer, spoken on behalf of a group of believers. 
When we pray this prayer we acknowledge our equality as children of God. We also pray in 
solidarity with our brothers and sisters, supplicating God to meet their needs in addition to 
ours. And finally, this prayer invites us to humility, reminding us that our community depends 
upon God for our needs and for our sanctification. 

• In the Bible, the words “our fathers” are often used to talk about a community’s shared 
history. As Christians, we have a shared history that includes all of the believers, going 
back from the Apostles up to the pastors and Sunday School teachers that taught us 
about the faith. Stories of our spiritual mothers and fathers help us to reflect on God’s 
promises, to learn from our past failures as a community, to examine the way we view  
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ourselves, and to praise God for His great works. Do you have a favorite story about 
the believers that came before you, whether it’s a Bible story, an episode of Christian 
history, or an anecdote about people who influenced you in your faith? Why is that 
story important to you? What does that story tell you about what it means to be a 
Christian? 

• In Romans 12:9-21, Paul gives a list of teachings about how Christians should behave. 
Look at those verses together. Identify commands that talk about how we should treat 
other Christians.  

In the sermon, Kati talked about how hard it can be to acknowledge your brother’s or 
sister’s equal status as a child of God when he or she has disappointed, angered, or 
hurt you. How do these verses shed light on those situations? 

When we pray in solidarity with one another, we take on one another’s concerns as our 
own. How does this passage talk about that? 

Which teachings in these verses talk about keeping a posture of humility toward others 
and toward God? 

• When we pray together, as a church, “forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors,” we are probably praying along with people who have sinned against us. 
And we are probably praying along with people against whom we have sinned. God 
has forgiven us for so much, and we need to forgive our sisters and brothers. Where, in 
your life, do you find it hard to forgive? 

 


