
 
 

 
 

  

    SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 6.22.20 
By Kellie Anderson 
 
Where did we come from? This question could get very deep and philosophical, but the bottom 
line is every single one of us grew from the joining of the DNA of two human beings who started a 
physiological process. The contribution of the mother; the contribution of the father. Regardless 
of what happened AFTER that process began, the start was the same for you and for me.  
 
And even though we can break down the biology of our lives to that very basic beginning, it’s 
what happens after that informs and shapes who we become for the decades to come. Being 
mothered by someone – or not. Being fathered by someone – or not. It changes us and impacts 
us from the day we were born.    
In Randy’s sermon this week, it’s the art of faith-filled fathering that we’ll look at more closely.  
 
1) Share with your group one story of a man in your life who “fathered” you. He might not have 
been your biological father, rather a man who played a significant role in your life. How did this 
man impact your life today? (Note: this may not be a happy story!) 
Did you ever think or say to someone else, “I wish I had YOUR dad.” Or was your dad the one 
who the other kids wanted for their own?  What attractive qualities did they see in your dad or did 
they see in yours?   
In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus tells us that we DO have the same Father as he does! He tells us that 
we can address his Father as OUR father. How simple it would have been for Jesus to simply say 
“you are praying to MY father” making us more like outsiders or distant relatives. Instead we are 
invited into an extraordinary Father/Child relationship – not like any we have experienced here on 
Earth even if our human dad was great at fathering. 
How do you feel about God when you think of Him in light of this father/child relationship?  
 
2) Was the father figure in your life a man of faith? If so, what did that look like? How did his faith 
(or lack of it) impact your faith as a child? As an adult?  

Father’s Day 



(When I was a kid, we went to church every Sunday. My dad was on the church council, 
participated in men’s events, led the youth group, spoke at retreats, etc. All the kids thought he 
was good looking, funny and cool. But he was a grouch on the way to church. He was a grump on 
Sunday afternoons. And honestly, he wasn’t very loving to his four children any other day of the 
week, either! I spent a lot of time wishing I had someone else’s dad. He ultimately had an affair 
when I was 22, left our family in tatters, and was no longer interested in matters of faith. My dad 
and I had to work through a lot of junk to enjoy the relationship we have today but I had to learn 
about grace and forgiveness first.) 
What is your story? What is the story your children might tell about their father’s faith? 
 
3) Randy stated that when a father prays the Lord’s Prayer, he is declaring four things. First, he is 
making a decision to be perfect like his heavenly Father (Matthew 5:48.) What does that mean? In 
this context, the word “perfect” means complete, whole, undiluted, mature, finished.  
How does a man who declares his desire to be like his heavenly father live his life? 
 
4) Second, a man who prays the Our Father is declaring a child-like trust in God. What does this 
mean when things get hard in a family? When the marriage gets rough, when the job is 
unfulfilling, when the child goes astray? When the mid-life crisis comes along?  
When a man bends his head before God and falls to his knees in prayer, what is he trusting God 
his Father to do? 
 
5) When praying the words “Our Father,” a man assumes (takes on) a global mission and a 
vocation ordained by God. He has work to do! And that work is about liberation and freedom 
under the will of God. If the Kingdom agenda is the “visible demonstration of God’s 
comprehensive rule over every area of life” what is your mission today? If the Kingdom of God is 
about freeing us and others from bondage, what keys do you hold to unlock the chains shackling 
others? Are you prepared for the fact that faith in God -- aligning ourselves with His mission – 
includes having the grit to stand up in faith in the midst of ugliness? Can you recall a time when 
you have had the opportunity to follow this mission and you have risen to the occasion? What 
about a circumstance when you have not?    
 
6) Finally, when a man prays the way Jesus taught us, he affirms his true family. Read Galatians 
3:28-29. What do those verses say about our relationship to those not like us? What is the most 
important identifier between us?  
 
7) The words “for such a time as this” are thrilling! Such a battle cry, ripe with possibility and a 
unique calling! Consider the Fathers (and Mothers) of our faith: Abraham. Moses. Esther and the 
rest. You know their stories. You know the history and the people who God pointed at and said 
“YOU! It’s YOU” and then He equipped them! Fathers, you are here for such a time as this. What 
has our Father called you to do and how has he equipped you uniquely? Whether you are a 
biological father to someone or a father in faith, now is the time to step up in your homes, in your 
neighborhoods and workplaces, and in our community to display winsome, poised faith. 
 

Pray the Lord’s Prayer together. Do it slowly and thoughtfully. Hear the calling in the words.  
(If there are men in your group you might invite only them to pray it out loud first. Then pray all 
together a second time.)                            


