
 
 

  

    SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 8.17.20 
 
Scripture references: 

But none says, ‘Where is God my Maker, 
    who gives songs in the night’ 
Job 35:10 

 
Suffering is a reality of our world. We can’t always avoid it, and it does no good to ignore it. 
But in times of our greatest pain, God is with us. He is our comfort and our strength. We can 
rejoice in the midst of hardship, not by our own force of will, but by God’s grace. He gives 
songs in the night. 

• In the sermon, Randy mentioned the Stockdale Paradox: “You must never confuse faith 
that you will prevail in the end—which you can never afford to lose—with the discipline 
to confront the most brutal facts of your current reality, whatever they might be.” Do 
you ever find it difficult to confront bad things that happen in your life? Why do you 
think people might be tempted to downplay or soften a challenging situation while 
they’re in the midst of it? What are disadvantages to doing that? 

 
• In Luke 4, Jesus read from the book of Isaiah at a synagogue in Nazareth: 

 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. 

  
  

Songs in the Night 



He concluded by proclaiming, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
What do you think it means that Jesus told the people in the synagogue that the 
scripture has been fulfilled “Today,” rather than at some time in the future? In what 
ways might you be involved in ministry to those who are struggling? In what ways has 
Jesus given you liberty when you were poor, held captive in some way, or oppressed?  

 
• Having been humiliated, beaten with rods, and dragged to prison, Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns in the middle of the night. Have you ever received joy from 
God during a time of intense trouble? Describe the situation. What did God use to do 
this? How did it feel? 

 


