
 
 

  

    SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 9.21.20 
 

• Hundreds of millions have died because of widespread evil such as the Nazi regime in 
Germany and communism/Marxism in China as well as the former Soviet Union. What 
is the last movie you saw or book you read on these human tragedies? 

But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of 
Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of 
the LORD burned against the people of Israel. 

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, “Go 
up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And they returned to Joshua and 
said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and 
attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So about three thousand 
men went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai killed 
about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them at 
the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as water. 

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until the 
evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, O 
Lord GOD, why have you brought this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what 
can I say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! 9 For the Canaanites and all the 
inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And 
what will you do for your great name?” 

10 The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they 
have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted things; 
they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the people of Israel 
cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, because they have 
become devoted for destruction.[a] I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things  
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from among you. 13 Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for 
thus says the LORD, God of Israel, “There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand 
before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.”     Joshua 7:1-13 

 
• Often the culture in which we live ignores God’s commands. In what areas of your life 

are you tempted to accept the culture’s values rather than God’s? 
 

• While we are not individually responsible for the wrong choices that characterize our 
current culture, how might we be used by God to positively influence our culture? 
 

• Like Germany’s acceptance of the Nazis in the 30’s and 40’s, many Americans of the 
50’s and 60’s just went with the crowd during an era when racism was rampant in our 
country. In what ways can you lament and even work against various godless acts and 
movements in our culture today? 
 

• Randy said that the nation of Israel was guilty because the sin of Achan was in their 
hearts. Achan didn’t act alone in the stealing of the devoted things. He was a product 
of his family, and over the years Israel as a whole had participated in idolatry which 
manifested in many ways. Are there sins in your family’s line that you now struggle 
with? Share as you are able. 

 
• Read Hosea 2:14-15. Christ has worked among His faithful people in the racial valley of 

our country so that we, like Germany, have gone through a great corporate 
transformation regarding the value of all persons. In what ways have you seen God’s 
grace work to make the valley of trouble become a door of hope over the recent 
decades of our nation’s history? 
 

• Even though we live in a society of freedom, our culture is not the source of our hope. 
Jesus is the only one who can give us true hope. In what ways do we look for hope in 
the wrong places? 


